What's next after Christmas?

[A Few Moments of Imaginative Personal Contemplatio]
by: Agus Santoso

The other day, | was all alone in my office. Altigbumy body was in my office
my mind was somewhere else. The following is'jilngrney’ that | took then.

Everyone agrees that Christmas, which has beenusitfor centuries, is one of
the ‘most favourite’ celebrations of the year. We always wait for thiasion eagerly
each year, don't we? We will do a lot of prepanagian order to ‘welcome’ this special
celebration. Look at the world around us. Each timeistmas is approaching, there are
different kinds of activities conducted around Al kinds of competitions are conducted
everywhere. Church activities are getting more amate frequent. Christmas bells are
ringing. Christmas carols are sung everywheresaits of activities can be found. Go to
a shopping centre and we will soon realize thatisbhas is coming. Switch on your
television and we will soon find out that Christm@goming. Turn on your radio and we
will soon be aware that Christmas is coming. Unfogtely, snow isn’t falling!!!!
Meanwhile, the same so-called Christmas spiritcgptured’ in our institution, too.
Surprisingly, out of a sudden, everyoneligihg reminded that something special needs
to be done.

Such and such a department is ready to carry cotranunity service, reaching
out people in a remote area. They will provide theitlhh better facilities so that people
will be able to enjoy their lives. More importantithey will also provide the best
education so that more and more people will beebetiucated.

Another department is preparing to have a pot-lpekty to celebrate the
upcoming event. All staff members have been asdigndring something for the party.
Some are arguing with one another about what tagbi$ome are busy planning what
decorations to put in the waiting room.

Still, another department is about to celebrate dlsicasion in a more meaningful
way. Everyone has donated a certain sum of monéglipthe poor. Helping the poor is
an option on such an occasion.

Let’'s move on to personal resolutions.

Someone has really been touched by the atmosplie@drstmas that he has
decided to start a new life. He is beginning tdizeahat his previous life was in vain. He



thought that he was able to resolve things alormeoAdingly, he relied more on himself
than on anybody else, let alone on God. He is Inaggnto realize that God really cares.

Another is sitting in her office and beginning tlaup for the next trip to Europe
during the Christmas holiday. She has got evergthiith her but she is still of the
opinion that the Christmas holiday is not long eglauShe wishes she had more time to
explore Europe.

A student has made a resolution that after thes@has holiday she will try to
focus more on her studies. She is beginning tozestthat what she has been doing needs
to be improved. She really wants to show her taleBhe has realized that education is
more important than anything else.

As for me, first, | am expecting to see my daughtarticipate in a ballet
performance during the Christmas celebration ashkool. | hope | can see her perform
because my presence means a lot to build up Hecadidence. Anyway, she broke her
left arm last month and is still in the recoverpgess. The thought of joining in the ballet
performance has somehow contributed something &r dpeedy recovery. She has
always wanted to get well soon so that she can bigei ballet performance. Her recovery
also means a lot to me. | can see her cheerfuldgaa. | can play with her freely - like
we used to do - without her left arm being tiechéw neck with a sling. Second, | hope
that | can be closer to God. | hope that | cana@uething that will please Him. | know
that he has blessed me each single day. That leasedpny eyes to glorify Him even
more, to be more like Him in whatever | am goinglto

While contemplating more and more deeply, threesithas messages came to
me. My ‘daydreaming’ was interrupted.... [As a mattérfact, | was expecting more
Christmas messages from my colleagues for thiclaulti

“In the midst of the multidimensional sufferingg most
of our people, we need to make all celebrationsKa@has as
simpleand_humbleas possible to represent the humblest birth of
Christ in the manger of the sheep stable in Jezuos&000 years
ago, instead of unnecessarily glamorous big @has parties
all over the country. Should we be able to aff@dme gifts to
the poor, it is worth giving them in the form oishing rods’
rather than ‘fish’ as they will be able to improthe quality of
their lives through fishing in the pond or riveraney from time
to time. Wishing you all A Merry Christmas 25 Dedssn 2005”
(I Made Markus, 2005)

“I wish | could ride on Santa’s sleigh with my sand
my husband to see the beauty of Christmas Eve &loowe for a
couple of hours.” (Sri Suryanti Sugeng, 2005)



“I hope | can celebrate Christmas in the hometown o
someone special. Later on that morning, after theah service,
both of us will be going to the old train statio@amby. Then, we
will be taking a train in the drizzle, travelingoand a coffee
plantation, on to a hill and into a forest. Nonégks, it is merely
a dream.” (Arya, 2005)

Indeed, many things might occur before and during the Christmas celgbns.
We cannot deny the fact that we are doing altlwdse things in commemoration of the
birth of our Saviour. We have done them lots ard &f time and again we arbeing
reminded that this special occasion is actuallylibginning of a covenant between the
Lord and mankind to wipe out our sins. He has dahat for us. He has given His only
begotten Son, who has sacrificed his life for sSd, let's ask ourselves. Have we given
our best to Him, to our family, to our instituti@md to our nation? Should we do these
‘good things only before and during Christmas?

What is next after Christmas?

Merry X-mas!



